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Sixth Mass Extinction

The era of ‘biological annihilation’
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(sai Bureau) Many scientists say it's even the full picture of the “biological de México, and his co-authors,
abundantly clear that Earth is entering annihilation” people are inflicting onthe including well-known Stanford
its sixth mass-extinction event, meaning natural world, according to a study University biologist Paul Ehrlich, cite

hll il three-quarters of all species could published Monday in the Proceedings striking new evidence that populations
: f,. disappear in the coming centuries.That's  of the National Academy of Sciences. of species we thought were common

| terrifying, especially since humansare Gerardo Ceballos, an ecology professor  are suffering in unseen ways.
contributing to this shift. But that's not at the Universidad Nacional Autdnoma (Contd on page 21)
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12-year waiting perlod for Indians applying for Green Card ?

(sai Bureau) In 2015, about
36,318 Indians adjusted
their status to permanent
residency while 27,798
Indians are new arrivals
who received lawful
permanent residency in the
form of a Green Card, Pew
Research said.

There is a lengthy 12-year
waiting period for Indians

applying for permanent
residency also known as
Green Card in the US as
skilled employees,
according to a new report.
However, India is also
among the top countries
whose residents get
Green Cards every year.
In 2015, about 36,318
Indians adjusted their

status to permanent
residency while 27,798
Indians are new arrivals
who received lawful
permanent residency in
the form of a Green Card,
Pew Research said. “In
one employment-related
category, people from
India applying for
permanent residence as
skilled employees
currently have a 12-year
waiting list. In other words,
the government currently is
processing applications
filed in May of 2005,” the
report said. Pew said from
fiscal 2010 to 2014, about
36% of employment-
related Green cards more
than 222,000 were granted

to H-1B visa holders.
Green Card, is the
immigration status of a
person authorised to live
and work in the US
permanently. A Green
Card holder can apply for
US citizenship after five
years of residency. This
period is shortened to
three years if married to a
US citizen

Green Card holders who
adjusted their status are
more likely than new
arrivals to be in their prime
working years of 25 to 64.
Among those who adjusted
their status, 72 per cent
were of ages 25 to 64,
compared with 55 per cent
of new arrivals, the

research report said.
According to the study, in
every fiscal year since
2004, the US has issued
more Green Cards to
immigrants living in the
country on another visa
who adjust their legal status
than to new arrivals. In
2015, there were 508,716
new arrivals who received
lawful permanent
residency in the form of a
Green Card and 542,315
people adjusted their
status, it said.

In every fiscal year since
2004, the US has issued
more Green Cards to
immigrants living in the
country on another visa
who adjusted their legal

status than to new arrivals.
Since 2004, a total of 7.4
million people who adjusted
their status and 5.5 million
new arrivals have received
lawful permanent
residency in the form of a
Green Card, the study
said. Employment-related
categories (including
workers’ family members)
accounted for 14 per cent
of 2015 Green Cards.
Refugees (11 per cent)
and people granted asylum
(3 per cent) together made
up a similar share, it said.
There is also a “diversity”
category for people from
countries with historically
low rates of US
immigration (5 per cent).

Indian- orlgln man arrested for lyingon USarmy applications

(sai
YORK: An Indian-origin
Muslim convert, who had
voiced support for ISIS and

Bureau) NEW

Indian-origin fugitive arrested after being on run for 26 years

(sai Bureau) New York: A
63-year-old Indian-origin
fugitive has been
arrested and jailed in the
US more than 26 years
after he was sentenced
for driving in an
inebriated state and
causing an accident that
severely injured a
woman.

Jaipaul Maharaj of New
Jersey was arrested on
Friday and brought
before the court where
he was remanded to the
state Department of
Corrections to begin his
sentence, Queens
district attorney Richard
Brown said.

Maharaj, who also went
by the name of Abdool
Persaud, was sentenced
in absentia in 1990 to
four to 12 years in

had searched online for
ways to join the terror
group, has been arrested
for making false

prison after warranting
on his guilty plea to first-
degree assault. He had
been on the lam for 26
years.

He had been arrested in
December 1989 and
pleaded guilty to first
degree assault. When
Maharaj, then 36, failed
to appear at
sentencing, a bench
warrant was issued for
his arrest. He was
sentenced in absentia
to a term of 4 to 12
years in prison.

“It took 26 years but the
victim’s family finally
has achieved justice in
knowing that the
individual responsible
for causing serious
physical injury to their
loved one is now being
held accountable for

statements on his
applications to join the US
military.

Shivam Patel, 27, of
Norfolk was charged for
not disclosing on his
application to join the Army
that he had travelled to
China or Jordan.

He claimed he had not
gone anywhere outside
the US in the past seven
years, except for a family
trip to India in 2011-'12, a
report in The Virginian
Pilot said, quoting a court
affidavit.

his actions.”

If not for a casual
inquiry made by a family
member of the victim
fortuitously making its
way to the Queens
District Attorney’s
Office, the defendant
might very well have
escaped punishment for
his crime,” Brown said.
Maharaj, who as Abdool
Persaud is on five
years’ probation for an
October 2015
conviction, appeared on
Friday for a scheduled

meeting with the
Sullivan County
Department of

Probation and was
promptly arrested. He
was returned on the
warrant and appeared
before Queens
Supreme Court Justice

The charge carries a
maximum sentence of five
years in prison.

According to the
affidavit, Patel - who
converted to Islam several
years ago - had travelled
to China in July 2016 to
teach English. While there,
he had expressed
displeasure to his father
about how that country
treated Muslims, it said.

Patel was sent back to
the US by his employer but
he travelled to Jordan
instead where he was
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who
long-

Robert
executed
overdue sentence.

Kohm,
the

According to the
criminal charges,
Maharaj was driving
without a driver’s
license and in an
intoxicated state when
he went through a red
light on a December

arrested and eventually
deported.

His parents spoke with
the FBI about their son
after learning he was in
Jordanian custody and
said he had become
“obsessed with Islam.”

An investigation of
Patel's room and
computers disclosed
evidence that he had
downloaded three copies
of an online magazine
produced by the Islamic
State and searched for
how to join the group.

Al
1989 morning and
struck another car in
which Grace Schachnu
was a passenger.

As aresult of the collision,
Schachnu suffered
fractured ribs, a fractured
cervical, collapsed lungs
and hemorrhaging of the
brain. Schachnu passed
away in 1994,

On one occasion, he
had talked about wanting
to become a martyr but
suggested his “jihad”
might not be violent. He
had also praised the
terrorist attacks in
Paris, Nice and Orlando
and expressed an
admiration for Anwar al-
Awlaki, a slain leader of
the al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula.

On another occasion,
speaking to an
undercover agent, Patel
expressed desire to do
something “bigger,
better and more
purposeful,” like dying
for Allah, the report
added.

He told the agent about
his desire to see a holy
war between Muslims and
non-Muslims.

“He sang an Islamic
State fight song to the
source and recalled
making a replica of the
group’s flag, which he
wanted to replace his
neighbour’s American flag

| with,” the report said. Patel

then applied for jobs with
local police and fire
departments, correctional
facilities and even the US
Army and Air Force.

“He wanted to blend into
society and do something
‘glorious’,” FBI Special Agent
Thomas Pembroke wrote in
an affidavit unsealed on
Thursday in US District
Court.
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Two Indian-Americans plead guilty in US call centre sca

(Agencies) Washington :
Two Indian-Americans on
Saturday pleaded guilty to
the charges of their
involvement in a massive
telephone impersonation

and

fraud
laundering scheme in the
US perpetrated by India-
based call centres.

Bhavesh Patel, 47, from
Arizona and Asmitaben

money

Patel, 34, from lllinois
pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to commit
fraud and money
laundering offenses, the
Department of Justice
said.

Sentencing dates are
pending.

A total of eleven
defendants have pleaded
guilty thus far in this case.
Co-defendants

Bharatkumar Patel,
Ashvinbhai Chaudhari,
Harsh Patel, Nilam

Parikh, Hardik Patel,

Rajubhai Patel, Viraj
Patel, Dilipkumar A Patel
and Fahad Ali previously
pleaded guilty on various
dates between April and
June. According to
admissions made in
connection with their
respective pleas,
Bhavesh, Asmitaben and
their co-conspirators
perpetrated a complex
scheme in  which
individuals from call
centres located in
Ahmedabad,
impersonated officials

from the IRS and US
Citizenship and
Immigration Services
(USCIS), and engaged in
other telephone call
scams, in a ruse
designed to defraud
victims located
throughout the US. Using
information obtained from
data brokers and other
sources, call centre
operators targeted US
victims who were
threatened with arrest,
imprisonment, fines or
deportation if they did not

il

pay alleged monies owed
to the government.
Victims who agreed to
pay the scammers were
instructed how to provide
payment, including by
purchasing stored value
cards or wiring money.
Upon payment, the call
centres would
immediately turn to a
network of "runners"
based in the US to
liguidate and launder the
fraudulently-obtained
funds, federal
investigators alleged.

Ria Money Transfer adds Tens of Thousands of Locations
to Indian Network to Serve World’s Largest Diaspora Group

*Ria launches partnerships with three of India’s leading cash
remittance payout agents
*Customers in India gain access to tens of thousands of new
locations to receive remittances from friends and family in the

United States

*Partnerships provide Ria’s customers with a high-quality cash
payout network in the top remittance receiving country in the world

(Press Release) New
York : Ria Money Transfer
(“Ria”) the third largest
money transfer company in
the world and subsidiary of
Euronet Worldwide, Inc.
(NASDAQ: EEFT) has
signed direct partnership
agreements with three of
India’s leading cash
remittance payout agents,
Paul Merchants Limited,
Weizmann Forex Limited
and Transcorp International
Limited. Ria’s new principal
agents are well-recognized
in India and each have
more than 15 years’
experience in the money
transfer sector. With the
addition of these agents,
Ria will upgrade its cash
payout network during the
next 12 months by adding
tens of thousands of high-
guality retail and non-
banking financial company
(NBFC) locations across
India. The robust and
ubiquitous payout network
will provide Ria with
increased brand
recognition, while providing
tremendous convenience
and accessibility for
beneficiaries to easily
receive cash remittances.

Speaking at a press
event in New York, Juan
Bianchi, CEO & President
of Ria Money Transfer,

said: “Indians make up the
largest diaspora group
globally and India is still the
top receiving market for
family remittances,
receiving $62.7 billionl in
2016. “Today, Ria has one

of the best services in the
United States to send
money to India. Millions of
households are largely
dependent on these
transfers for family
maintenance, savings and

investment. We are proud
to be the link that connects
our customers inthe US to
their loved ones in rural and
urban centers across India.
We welcome our new
partners to the Ria family.”
Ria already has a strong
network worldwide,
including in top remittance

sending countries such as
the United States, where
many Indians reside. In
2015, the United States was
named the second top
remittance sending country
to India, responsible for
facilitating $11.7 billion in
transfers2. In addition to
cash pick-up, Ria also
offers bank deposit services
which offers customers the
option to transfer money to
any bank account in India
online at www. riamoney

transfer.com or via an agent
location. In a recent report
from the World Bank’s
Remittance Prices
Worldwide3, Ria ranked first
for sending $200 and $500to
India using the online service
and in the top 10 for cash to
account transfers through an
agent location. These results
reflect the company’s
commitment to offering the
most competitive rates and
best service possible to the
customers its serves.

(5as station owner convicted In sales tax theft scheme

Kulbir Singh Pleads Guilty To Three Counts
Grand Larceny In The Third Degree For Fail-
ing To Remit Over $1 Million In Sales Tax Col-
lected At His Three Gas Stations; Will Be Sen-

tenced ToUp To11/3To 4 Years In Prison

(By our staff reporter) -
Long Island : Nassau
County gas station owner
Kulbir Singh on Tuesday
pleaded guilty to three
counts of third-degree
grand larceny for failing to
report more than $1 million
in sales taxes collected at
three of his properties,
Attorney General Eric T.
Schneiderman has
announced.

Singh, 53, faces up to
four years in prison as a
result of the conviction on
the Class D felonies,
officials said. He was
ordered to pay $150,000in
restitution and sign a
confession of judgment for
the remaining $850,000
that was stolen from the

state, officials said.“Our
investigation uncovered a
deliberate scheme by Kulbir
Singh to cheat New York
State out of vital tax
revenue,” Schneiderman
said in a statement.
“Stealing from taxpayers
undercuts the funding of
important programs that
support all New Yorkers.”

Singh’s corporations,
the three BP gas stations
in Nassau County —
Dashmesh Petroleum Inc.,
Gobind Petroleum Inc. and
Karam Mart Inc. — each
pleaded guilty to one count
of second-degree grand
larceny, a class C felony and
were fined $50,000 each,
state officials said.

Gobin is on Hempstead

Avenue in West
Hempstead; Dashmesh is
on Merrick Road in Valley
Stream and Karam is on
Hempstead Avenue in
Elmont.

The gas stations
collected but failed to
report more than $1 million
in sales taxes from
September 2011 through

December 2014,
prosecutors said.
The case was

investigated by the state
Department of Taxation
and Finance’s Criminal
Investigations Division and
was later referred to
Schneiderman’s office.
Singh’s gas stations
were previously convicted
of felony charges for failing

tax,

to pay sales
prosecutors said.

In October 2012, Singh
admitted to controlling four
gas stations that had
stolen more than $500,000
in sales taxes.

The corporations
pleaded guilty to felony tax
fraud charges and agreed
to pay more than $1 million
in restitution, interest and
penalties, state officials
said.

But the corporations
ultimately paid only

$500,000 of the money
owed, officials said.

It was during the
investigation of that failure
to pay the remaining
money that the
Department of Taxation
and Finance uncovered
evidence that Singh
continued to steal sales
tax proceeds at gasoline
stations he controlled,
prosecutors said. That
investigation resulted in the
current indictment, state
officials said.
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The Group of Twenty
(G20) major economies of
the world failed, for the first
time, to have a full
consensus on their joint
statement. The United
States put in a note of
dissent regarding support

Are our beliefs so fragile that we would kill over Facebook pos

G20 Summit US stand
on Pans ciimate deal
unbecoming of its

recent times. US President Donal&upposed
Trump has regressed on that

for the Paris agreement on
climate change. This was
pathbreaking in a negative
sense for two reasons.
One, the G20 was created
by Washington and the
US' willingness to
undermine the credibility of

superpower status

The need to tackle climate chang

was one of the bedrock
international understandings of whatstrategy means and

this multilateral forum does
not bode well for the body’s
future. Two, the need to
tackle climate change was
one of the bedrock
international
understandings of recent
times. Fortunately, the

Trump administration’s
scepticism has at least led
the other member-states to
strengthen their
commitment to Paris.

Itis not the first time the
US or some other major
power has decided to set

itself apart from the rest.
Butitis rare for themto do
so on something as
fundamentally important as
climate change. More
worrying is that US
President Donald Trump
seems willing to sacrifice
his country’s long-term
credibility influence in
return for the most
symbolic of actions to

Qeep his voter base back

home pleased. This
almost the opposite of

oW a superpower is
to  act.
However, it also says
something that the Paris
agreement is likely to go
ahead without US
involvement and if local
governments in the US
put up enough resistance,
Mr Trump’s defiance may

not make much
difference.
The future of

multilateralism itself is
now unclear. Talk of a
German-Chinese axis or
some other combination
of middle powers taking
a global leadership role
proved overblown.
Instead, temporary
coalitions around specific
issues were formed but
often the same countries
found themselves on
opposite sides in regard
to some other global
problem. India, for
example, supported Paris
but was happy at the US-
inspired clause in support
of clean fossil fuel
technology. Germany,
Japan and China were on
the same side on free trade
but not much else. If the
US continues to regress in
multilateral diplomacy, this
may be the future of
international cooperation
and governments like India
should adjust accordingly.

The recent cases of violent clashes as a result of Facebook posts should
make us introspect about how tolerant we Indians are as a society.

Facebook was
launched in 2006 with
the aim to help people
connect with friends
and family.

Fast forward a few
years where Facebook
posts are now causing
riots. In a recent
incident in West
Bengal's Basirhat, a
Facebook post about
Prophet Mohammad
has led to violent
clashes in the area and
a man being stabbed.
A post that Muslims in
the area considered
blasphemous, a post
that was made by a 17-
year-old boy.In another
incident in
Uttarakhand, a mob
vandalized the shop of
a young boy who
posted what they
considered a 'offensive’

picture of Kedarnath.

The two incidents in
Bengal and
Uttarakhand have led
us to question how
intolerant we have
become as a society.
Was Aamir Khan right
when he spoke about
the rising despondency
in the country?

With time, we have
realised how things
you share on social
media platforms could
be used against you.
No, not in an
embarrassing is-this-
how-you-looked-a-few-
years-ago kind of way,
butin a we-can-kill-you
and we-will-jail-you
kind of way.

In the past, there
have been several
incidents of people
being arrested

because of their
Facebook posts. Here,
sample a few:

In March 2017, a
man was arrested in
Greater Noida for
posting a status
criticizing UP Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

Cartoonist Aseem
Trivedi was booked
with charges of
sedition in 2012 over
cartoons he shared on
his website and
Facebook, cartoons
some thought were
'offensive’ towards
Mother India.

A Class 11 student
was arrested and sent
to jail for posting
"objectionable"
comments pertaining
to UP minister Azam
Khan. Yes, the same

man who now has a
sedition case on him
after making
statements considered
anti-Indian Army and
anti-India.

A mbikesh
Mahaptra, a professor
at Jadavpur University
was arrested along with
his neighbor Subrata
Sengupta for sharing
an "objectionable"
cartoon of West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Bannerjee.

What is important
to understand here is
that all these incidents
are happening in a
country were freedom
of speech and
expression is a
fundamental right
granted to the citizens.
Lately, however, it
feels like the freedom

of expression doesn't
come with tolerance.

Is it a crime to
disagree to some
content posted over
Facebook or any other
social media platform?
Is it a crime to voice
that disagreement? If
you nodded your head
in disagreement for
both these questions,
here is question you
would answer with a
loud YES.

Is it not a crime to
when someone else's
point of view is used as

an excuse to
vandalise, kill, loot and
disrupt the public
harmony?

Much hue and cry
was caused in 2012
when, after the death of
Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackarey, a gqirl
posted a status
questioning the need
for a shut down in
Mumbai on the funeral
day. She was arrested,
and another girl was
arrested merely for
'liking' the status.

The girls were
booked for "hurting
religious sentiments"
and under Section

66(a) of the IT Act
which has since faced
lot of flak. The section
was later quashed
down by the apex court
of India in 2015 stating
it as
"unconstitutional".

Social media has
become a staple in our
everyday life. Every
day we see posts that
we do not agree with
and yes, we
understand how
difficult it is to deal
with some people on
social media when
they would just not
acknowledge your
point of view but
violence can never be
the solution.

With increasing
number of smartphone
users, the social media
penetration in the
country will also
increase and it is quite
obvious that not
everyone will agree with
each other's point of
view. If the country
continues to deal with
disagreement the way it
is doing at the moment,
we may certainly have
to fear for our safety in
the coming days.



