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Shah Rukh Khan on
his TED talk debut

In Ransomware Attack, Where Does
Microsoft’s Responsibility Lie?

Why Is Trump So Angry ?
The President’s

uncontrollable rage
powers his ruthlessness

and his ineptitude.

 (Special Report) Donald Trump is upset. He’s

not happy about America’s preoccupation with

the “Russia narrative.” He’s angry that we’re

bothered by the possible damning ties

between his campaign and a hostile foreign

power. He’s seething over the Senate Judiciary

Committee’s insolent insistence on

scrutinizing his people. “He would sometimes

scream at television clips about the probe,”

Politico reports, in a piece that characterizes

the president as “enraged” and “fuming.” He

has sent furious tweets.

(Contd on page 22)

End Of A Dream
Kapil Mishra’s charges conclusively prove that the AAP is

now just another political party, that too a below average one.
(Special Feature) Allegations of corruption
against Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and his trusted lieutenant Satyendra Jain
have turned a dream into a nightmare. Not

Forced Surrogacy
Trafficked, traded, enslaved, raped and made to conceive
babies for adoption. Adivasi girls are turned into baby-

making machines that fetch Rs 1-4 lakh per child.
(Insider Bureau) There’s

something almost eerily Nazi about
this. Not in terms of formal politics,
of course. Only ­ordinary people are
involved here. But their actions speak
of a rarefied universe of cruelty—
­elevated to an organised, clinical,
coldly amoral enterprise. At the heart
of it is the idea that one can ­exert
­absolute control over anot­her’s

body. The terms of abuse go beyond
even sadism; the ­human body here
is just a device and also its product.
The stories offer no great cause for
optimism, but avoiding the dark
dramas, and pretending they don’t
exist, is precisely what allows them
to grow.The first story. We’ll call her
Soni, as many of them are ­indeed
called—an adivasi name that

because we believe those allegations.
Nobody believes charges made by a loser.
Kapil Mishra, the former water minister in
the Kejriwal government, (Contd on page 20)

contains resonances. She is at an
undisclosed location in Bihar at present, in
hiding, fearing for her life, recuperating from
the injuries to her soul. She breaks down
often over the phone as she narrates her
story.                   (Contd on page 21-22)
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(By Our Staff Reporter)
It’s a dream of a better life
that has been conclusively
shattered. Recently the
ministry of external affairs
(MEA) had to step in to
rescue 24 Indians “held
captive” by a company in
Saudi Arabia over salary
disputes. The matter was
brought to the notice of the
MEA after Odisha chief
minister Naveen Patnaik
sought the help of external
affairs minister Sushma
Swaraj. This is not an
isolated incident. Last
month a woman from
Hyderabad who was
reportedly “sold and
tortured” in Saudi Arabia
was rescued after Ms
Swaraj intervened. In March,
after the Telangana

New Delhi must ensure that rights of NRIs in Saudi Arabia are protected
It is not enough if the ministry of external affairs

intervenes to rescue Indians trapped in West Asia. The
government must get assertive to ensure that cases of
human rights violations, especially as seen in Saudi

Arabia, are not passed off as a routine matter

It is not enough if the ministry of external affairs
intervenes to rescue Indians trapped in West Asia. The
government must get assertive to ensure that cases of
human rights violations, especially as seen in Saudi

Arabia, are not passed off as a routine matter
government approached
the MEA, 29 workers held
captive in Saudi Arabia
were rescued. In July, the
MEA intervened to help
more than 10,000 Indian
workers who had lost their
jobs in Saudi Arabia and
were short on food
supplies.

Like a record stuck in
a loop, horror stories of
Indians working in West
Asia, especially Saudi
Arabia, keep repeating
themselves with
frightening frequency.
Most of the times it runs
like this: On the promise
of better pay and working
conditions Indians go to
the Gulf but are duped into
working in inhuman
conditions; they send out

messages pleading for
help and finally the MEA
steps in to their rescue.

In many cases Ms
Swaraj has personally
intervened to ensure the
safe return of these NRIs.
The role of the ministry in
this matter has been
nothing short of
commendable. But rather
than effectively dousing
fires, the effort should be
to prevent it. Unauthorised
recruitment agencies and
visa dealers are the main
culprits here. They sell
false promises and trap
gullible people who often
realise their plight much
later.

The government on its
side has mechanisms to
prevent such fraud: It has

advised job seekers to go
through recognised
employment agencies. To
assist, the MEA and Indian
embassies in the host
countries have special
cells.

But, as repeated cases
show, more needs to be
done. Of course, the
primary focus of the
government should be on
providing avenues for
employment  here  in
Ind ia ,  wh ich would

prevent this economic
migration. But until then,
to stop this trend, those
dealing in illegal labour
export must face stricter
punishment and there’s
a  need for  more
awareness through
effective ICTs. New Delhi,
on its part, must also get
assertive on ensuring
that such cases of human
rights violations are not
passed off as a routine
matter. While India still

imports most of its oil
and gas, West Asia is not
the market dictator i t
used to be. Shale gas
from the United States
and Iran’s re-entry into
the market has weakened
the Arab oil card and
India, the buyer, is at an
advantage here. This
coupled with the Modi
governments positive
outreach to countries
across the region should
help the case of such NRIs.

(By Our Staff Reporter) The wealthiest persons in
Britain are India-born, according to the Sunday
Times Rich List 2017 which places the Hinduja
brothers Srichand and Gopichand+ at the top of
134 billionaires. The brothers' estimated riches:
16.2 billion pounds, 3.2 billion pounds more than
last  year. Overal l ,  the Uni ted Kingdom has
witnessed, contrary to all expectations, what can
only be described as a Brexit boom. Its billionaires
are r icher than before, so much so that the
combined wealth of the top 500 individuals and
families is more than the total put up by last year's
wealthiest 1,000, the Sunday Times reported. And
there are more of them; together, they have earned
a staggering 658 billion pounds, a record. The list
compiler credited their growing fortunes to a revival
in the stock market. David and Simon Reuben, of
Iraqi Jewish origin but Mumbai-born, have slipped
from first to third place this year+ with an estimated
wealth of 14 billion pounds. Steel magnate Lakshmi
N Mittal is fourth with 13.2 billion pounds; the
increase in his wealth from last year is quite
phenomenal at 6.1 billion pounds.

Three of Britain’s four
wealthiest are Indians

Very proud of my Indian heritage, Preet Bharara says

(By Our Staff Reporter)
New York : India-born former
top federal prosecutor in
Manhattan Preet Bharara
said he is very proud of his
Indian heritage which made
him more compassionate
and tolerant towards other
people.

Bharara, who was fired
by President Donald Trump
as US Attorney for the
Southern District of New
York after he refused to quit,
is now a distinguished
scholar in residence at New
York University's School of
Law where he continues
working on issues like
criminal and social justice,
honest government,
national security, and
corporate accountability.

"I am an American, I
happen to be an Indian-
American. I am very proud
of my background, my
roots and my heritage. I am
a huge Springsteen fan ...
but I also listen to Bhangra
music, which is a kind of
Punjabi music," Bharara
said during a conversation

last week with New York
University's School of Law
Dean Trevor Morrison
here.

Asked about his
heritage and background
has shaped his personal
and professional l ife,
Bharara said he comes
from a multi-cultural
background and his
children know about their
"Indian heritage and also
about being American".

Bharara said people

would ask him whether his
being of Indian heritage and
member of a minority group
made him more
compassionate and
tolerant towards other
people. "I say I suppose it
does. But what has
mattered more to how I
think about things is not the
fact that I am an Indian-
American but that I am an
immigrant," he said adding
that he and his family are
grateful to what America

has given them.He recalled
how his father came to the
US with nothing but 40
years later his son became
the chief federal law
enforcement officer in the
financial capital of world.
"The first Indian-American
US attorney appointed by
the first African-American
President. That is not a
small thing in the minds of
some people ... So I began
to appreciate that," he said.

I was done with him: Preet Bharara on not returning Trump's call
(Agencies)  New York : India-born

former top federal prosecutor Preet
Bharara, who received a phone call
from US President Donald Trump
just two days before being fired,
s a i d  h e  " w a s  d o n e  w i t h "  t h e
American leader and did him a
favour by not returning his call.

"I was doing everyone a favour
by not returning the call. I was
doing the President a favour by not
returning the call," Manhattan's
former prosecutor said during a
conversation last week with New
York University's School of Law
Dean Trevor Morrison.

Two days before he was fired,
48-year-old Bharara had received
a phone call from Trump's office
asking him to call the President
back. Bharara did not return the
call. Asked if he had considered
returning that call, Bharara said

t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s
regarding how contact should be
made between the White House
and the Justice Department.

"This is a man who campaigned
day after day after day on the
argument that (former President)
Bil l  Clinton met with the sitt ing
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d u r i n g  t h e
pendency of  an invest igat ion,"
Bharara  sa id ,  re fer r ing  to  the
controversial meeting in Phoenix
b e t w e e n  C l i n t o n  a n d  L o r e t t a
Lynch. Trump had repeatedly said
during the campaign trail that he
did not believe that talks about
investigation into Hillary Clinton's
use of a private email server had
not come up during that meeting
between her husband and Lynch
and that the two had just talked
about their grandchildren and other
frivolous things.
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Donald Trump is CEO of the country, can fire anyone he wants: Nikki Haley

(Agencies)  New York : US
President Donald Trump is
"CEO of the country, he can fire
anyone he wants", America's

envoy to the UN Nikki Haley has
said, while defending him for
firing former FBI director James
Comey.

Haley said she believed that
the criticism of Trump stems
from discomfort with his
propensity to act on his
decisions.

"The president is the CEO
of the country," Indian-origin
Haley told ABC News Chief
Anchor George Stephanopoulos
on "This Week" on Sunday. "He
can hire and fire anyone he
wants."

She was responding to a
question if she found herself
having to explain to foreign
diplomats Trump's domestic
policy decisions.

"I think what you can see is
that this is a president of
action," she said of Trump. "The
reason people are
uncomfortable is because he
acts."

Asked whether the president
sought a pledge of loyalty from
her, Haley replied, "No".

At the same time, she said
that during her tenure as South
Carolina's governor
demonstrations of "loyalty and
trust" were important to her.

Regarding the president's
tweet this week warning the fired
FBI director that he better hope
there are no "tapes" of their
private conversations, Haley
seemed unconcerned by the
possibility that the president
was taping conversations. "I
assume I'm being taped
everywhere," she said. Haley
also addressed a range of other
topics, including North Korea's
latest missile launch Saturday
night. She said there is a
growing international

consensus to impose further
sanctions on North Korea over
its nuclear programme and that
the US will "tighten the screws"
on North Korean President Kim
Jong Un's government.

Trump has said in the past
that he would be willing to sit
down with Kim Jong Un, but
Haley said such a meeting
would only happen if North
Korea meets certain
conditions."A missile test is not
the way to sit down with the
president," Haley said.

On May 10, Trump fired 56-
year-old Comey, abruptly
removing the top sleuth
overseeing a criminal probe into
whether the Trump campaign
colluded with the Russian
government to influence the
2016 presidential election.

Indian man, in US for
nearly two decades,

ordered deported
(Agencies)  Los Angeles : An Indian

man who fled persecution in home
country and has been in the US for nearly
two decades was detained in California
after losing his latest appeal over a
deportation order.

Gurmukh Singh, who is married to an
American citizen and has two daughters,
was taken into custody on Monday by
federal agents after failing to get a stay
in his case, his attorney and family said.

The 46-year-old Sikh taxi driver from
Punjab state sneaked into the United
States without a visa through the border
with Mexico in 1998.

He later applied for asylum, citing
religious persecution. But his family and
lawyer say he failed to properly pursue
the case and was ordered deported.

Singh married a US citizen in 2010
but his deportation case resurfaced when
he applied for a residency visa in 2012
given his new status.

He was subsequently jailed for about
five months but after rights activists posted
his bail, he was released and his case
has since been going through the appeals
process.

His family said in the past several
years, he had been checking in with the
office of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) on a regular basis
pending the outcome of his appeals
against the deportation order. Alexis
Perez Nava, with Resilience Orange
County, a group helping with his case,
said Singh was detained on Monday after
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals denied a
request to quash the deportation order.

"We are completely devastated. This
has completely broken us apart,
emotionally and physically," Singh's 18-
year-old daughter Manpreet told AFP. She
said her father has no criminal record, had
always paid his taxes and just sought to
"live a normal life and feed his family."

Indian-origin couple's murder in US: Family in shock
(Agencies)  Mangaluru :

The relatives of Raynah Prabhu,
a native of Mangaluru who was
gunned down with her husband
Naren Prabhu at their Willow
Glen home in San Jose (USA),
are in a state of
shock.Raynah's relatives -
mother Lila Sequeira, 86, and
sisters Diana and Zina - have
left for the US to attend the
funeral scheduled for May 10.
Lila was born and brought up
in Karambar near Mangaluru
International Airport in Bajpe.
She moved to Mumbai when
she was 20. Later, she married
Stephen Sequeira, a
businessman.

"The couple has four
daughters - Ina, Raynah, Diana
and Zina," recalled Wilfred
Mathias, Raynah's cousin who
is an electrical contractor and
local politician in the coastal

town. Wilfred, who presently
stays at Raynah's ancestral
home, added that she visited
the house on several
occasions when she was
young. "She loved to call
herself a Mangalurean,"
Wilfred added.Raynah married
Naren 25 years ago and
migrated to the US in 1997.
The couple visited Mangaluru
20 years ago, when Rachel,
their daughter, was a child. Her
sister Ina is also settled in the
US. Naren was the vice-
president at Sunnyvale-based
Juniper Networks. However,
Lila has many relatives in and
around Bajpe and Mangaluru.
She would visit Mangaluru
often. "During the feast of
Nativity of Mother Mary on
September 8 last year, my
aunt (Lila) was here. That time,
she received compensation for

handing over the property to
Mangaluru airport for its
expansion. Before that, she
participated in an ordination
ceremony of her relative in
April."

On May 5, Prabhu and

Raynah were fatally shot by
Rachel's spurned former
boyfriend Mirza Tatlic, 24.
Before being shot down by
police, Mirza had briefly held
the couple's 13-year-old son
hostage.

Three Indian-origin South Africans held for medical school scam
(Agencies)  Johansburg :

Three Indian-origin South

Afr icans have

been arrested in

a massive

corruption scam

for a l legedly

selling seats to

Indian students

to study

medic ine and

other heal th

science courses at  a

univers i ty  in  the

country.Varsha, 44, and

Hiteshkumar Bhat t ,  46,

owners of 'Little Gujarat'

restaurant in Durban as well

as Preshni Hiramun, 55, a

school teacher, are facing

charges.

They were a

part  of  a

s y n d i c a t e

allegedly selling

places to study

medic ine and

other heal th

science courses

at the Nelson R

Mandela School

of Medicine at the University

of KwaZulu-Natal, where

racial quotas restrict the

number of places for Indian

students.

The trio were later granted

bail of over $3,000 each

when they appeared in court

on Monday and were

charged wi th f raud and

contravent ion of  the

Prevention and Combating of

Corrupt Activities Act.

The arrest of the accused

follows a sting operation by

the weekly Sunday Tribune.

A reporter posing as a

parent was allegedly told by

Hiramun, a former teacher at

a government school, that

p laces for  s tudying

pharmacy could be secured

for $18,987 while a place for

studying to quali fy as a

doctor would cost twice that

amount.

The three accused faced

raids on their homes and

businesses by members of

the elite Hawks Organised

Crime Unit and spent the

weekend in jail.

A t  H i ramun's  home,

laptops were found hidden

in  a  washing machine.

Hawks investigator Mandla

Mkhwanazi told the court

that  more ar rests  were

likely as the investigation

continued, with possible

links to a second university

in the country, but would not

g ive deta i ls  due to  the

sens i t ive  nature  o f  the

probe.
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It is time to shed these
‘watershed’ moments in Kashmir
From ‘time to act’ to ‘about time the Kashimiri issue is settled’, the
response of those who shape our national discourse has grown stale.
The Indian Army oversteps and ties up an innocent Kashmiri to a
jeep as a human shield and we are told the army leadership must be
more mature. When militants kill an unarmed soldier, our
conscience-keepers take the high moral ground and decry violence.

  Every time violence
rocks Kashmir, inflicting
more human misery, the
immediate aftermath is
invariably followed by a
set pattern of platitudes.

From ‘time to act’ to
‘abou t  t ime  the
Kash im i r i  i ssue  i s
settled’, the response of
those who shape our
national discourse has
grown stale. The Indian
Army oversteps its limits
and t ies an innocent
Kashmiri to a jeep as a
human shield and we
are  to ld  the  a rmy
leadership must be more
mature. When militants
kill an unarmed soldier,
our conscience-keepers
take  the  h igh  mora l
g round  and  decry
violence.

The  ta lk  i s  a lso
peppered  w i th
suggest ions that  the
Indian government must
do what it takes to win
over alienated Kashmiri
you th .  The  d ie -hard
nationalists amongst us
call for decisive action.

Bu t  as  we  ta lk ,
Kashmir continues to
hur t le  towards  more
chaos and anarchy. The
sound bites clearly lack
subs tance  w i th  the
rhetoric failing both the
Kashmiris and us.

Bu t  amid  the
orchestrated din, what
is  not  asked is  what
purpose  a l l  the  ta l k
serves  i f  i t  i s  no t
imp lementab le .  I t  i s
easy to  say that  the
government now must
seize the initiative in the
a f te rmath  o f  the
unarmed so ld ie r ’ s
k i l l i ng .  Or,  tha t  the
alienated Kashmiri youth
must be won over.

But no one seems
interested in giving us a
blueprint as to how.

A r m c h a i r
commenta ry  by
eloquently holding forth
on  the  Kashmi r
imbroglio that has defied

a solution over decades
is certainly far easier.

But it is time to cut
out the empty talk and
get down to some work.
A day after the soldier’s
killing, the Army said it
was  a  ‘wa te rshed
moment’ .  True, some
Kashmi r i s  have
condemned the killing of
a local by militants, but

we sti l l  need to know
how the  moment
t rans la tes  in to  a
wate rshed .Does  the
Army expect one killing
to turn the mood on the
ground  aga ins t  the
militants? Or will it serve
as provocat ion to let
loose  the  Sta te
machinery wi th fu l ler
might? And why on earth

wou ld  the  Kashmi r i
youth come around, after
being on the other side
so steadfast ly  for  so
many years?

In  the  absence o f
c la r i t y,  we  can  on ly
speculate. We are also
fo rced  to  specu la te
about almost everything
that  is  ta lked about ,
f rom wean ing  away

youth  to  our  s ide  to
end ing  v io lence  has
come to nothing. Amid
al l  the noise that we
hear, we have not heard
anything on how exactly
India plans to win hearts
and minds.As copious
tears are shed on the
plight of Kashmir, the
region promises more
bloodshed. Empty talk

has  no t  changed
anything on the ground
for almost 30 years. I t
w i l l  no t  even  i n  t he
future. For a window of
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p e n
itsel f ,  we should stop
the talk and get down
t o  s o m e  r e a l
bus iness. A concrete
road map is the need of
the hour.

Three years after becoming PM, the
pradhan sevak has not lost his magic touch

Three years ago, on
May 16, the people of
this country put a stamp
of approval on Narendra
Damodardas  Mod i
becoming  Pr ime
Minister.  In response
Mod i  had  po l i te l y
descr ibed himsel f  as
pradhan sevak (principal
servant). Three years
la te r,  i t  may  be
appropriate to ask how
Modi has fared during
his tenure of service.

The people’s verdict
can be interpreted as a
repor t  card  fo r  most
politicians. He has done
well on this parameter.
Whether it was smaller
civic body elections in
Mumbai and Delhi, or
the assembly polls in
Uttar Pradesh, Modi was
the BJP’s face. In the
beginning his party may
have faced defeat in the
De lh i  and  B ihar
assemblies, but in the
other elections it got the
numbers required for a
majori ty. How do you
see  i t?  Mod i  has
emerged as the boldest
incumbent  p r ime
min is ter  s ince Ind i ra
Gandhi.

Whether it is talking
tough  w i th  Ch ina ,
teaching a lesson to
terrorists flourishing in
Pakistani  terr i tory or
suddenly decid ing to
stop circulation of large

currency notes, he has
d isp layed  an
irrepressible capacity to
take big decisions. The
people have appreciated
this because the largest
democracy in the world
has discovered that it
has the capabi l i ty  to
become a  power fu l
nation. That is why it
has begun to admire
strong leaders. Narendra
Modi and his colleagues
recognise this.

Modi also knows that
many of the promises
that he made haven’t
been  fu l f i l l ed .  The
inc idence  o f  Mao is t
terror hasn’t come down
despite demonetisation.
Pakistan has responded
to the surgical strikes
by  mut i l a t ing  our
so ld ie rs .  The  s tone-
pe l te rs  a re  back  in
Kashmir. The promises
to create one crore jobs
every  year  and
depositing Rs 15 lakh in
every account are yet to
be met. The Opposition
was expecting that after
the  passage  o f  two
years, the shadows of
unfulfilled promises will
take some sheen of f
Modi’s magic. Even the
brute majority enjoyed
by Indira Gandhi and
Ra j i v  Gandh i  was
ec l ipsed  by  these
factors. But the results
of  the f ive assembly

elections have dashed
the  Oppos i t i on ’s
hopes.The reasons are
c lear.  Over  the  pas t
three years, the Prime
Min is te r  and  h is
ministers have set new
records for productivity
and hard work. There is
no significant corruption
charge  aga ins t  h i s
colleagues or him. Not
jus t  th i s ,  on  every
occas ion ,  Mod i  has
projected himself as a
person  f rom humble
or ig ins .  You  wou ld
remember  tha t  a f te r
a t ta in ing  a  ma jo r i t y,
before climbing up the
flight of stairs, Modi had
touched the steps of
Par l i ament  w i th  h is
forehead like a devotee.

That is not all. The
way he has addressed
issues  such  as  V IP
culture, cleanliness and

patriotism have touched
the people’s hearts. The
common man loves his
way of doing things.

It is not as if there is
a drought of honest and
hardworking leaders in
the  coun t ry.  The i r
po l i t i ca l  adversar ies
don’t  raise quest ions
over  the  persona l
integrity and honesty of
Nitish Kumar in Bihar
and Manik  Sarkar  in
Tripura. I also wanted to
mention Arvind Kejriwal
in th is l is t  of  upr ight
CMs bu t…The PM’s
penchant  for  change
management  has
compe l led  the
Oppos i t i on  space  to
shrink. When he faced
criticism about wearing
a suit priced at Rs 10
lakh and that his was a
‘suit-boot’ government,
instead of  defending

himself with words he
focused on changing his
appearance.

He realises that no
e lec to ra l  v i c to ry  i s
meaningful  wi thout a
strong organisat ional
structure. Which is why
he  appo i n t e d  h i s
trusted colleague Amit
Shah  to  t he  pos t  o f
p a r t y  p r e s i d e n t .  A s
was  expec ted ,  Shah
has not lef t  any stone
unturned in making the
B J P  r e l e v a n t  i n  t h e
current context. Today
if some of the faces of
the par ty  are people
who earned their spurs
in the RSS shakhas,
there are other off ice-
b e a r e r s  w h o ’ v e
s t u d i e d  a t  W h a r t o n
and Cambridge. If army
genera ls  occupy key
party positions, so do
farmers.


