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Kareena Kapoor
Khan turns 37

There are 1.77 million

homeless in India, but

the State is blind to them
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set a target for
the nation – every Indian
must have a house by
2022. This is a tough
task. Only good planning
and judicious spending of
funds will help the State
meet the deadline.

Uber Loses License To
Operate In London

“Transport for London has
concluded that Uber London
Limited is not fit and proper

to hold a private hire
operator licence,”
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‘Treat us like Tibetan and Lankan refugees’

Rohingyas tell SC they have no terror links
Rohingya refugees in India file an affidavit in Supreme Court, reject Centre’s

charges that they are associated with terror groups such as ISI/ISIS.
Refuting the Indian

government’s claims of having
terror l inks with the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) and
Islamic State (IS) and being a
threat to the country, a Rohingya
refugee filed an affidavit in
Supreme Court, asserting that
they were refugees and should
be treated on par with Tibetan
and Sri Lankan ones.

The affidavit, filed on Friday,
rejected contentions of the
government, saying: “No terror
links with ISI/ISIS and no
Rohingyas in India have
indulged in anti-national
activities and this assertion is not

substantiated with any evidence
by government.” The refugee has
relied on a statement by Jammu
and Kashmir CM Mehbooba Mufti
in state assembly, which said:
“No Rohingya has been found

involved in militancy-related
incidents. Seventeen FIRs have
been registered against 38
Rohingyas for offences relating
to illegal border crossing.”

(Contd on page 22)

The Electoral College Is a
National Security Threat
The Founding Fathers never anticipated

the rise of Facebook and fake news.

In Federalist No. 68, his pseudonymous essay on “The Mode of
Electing the President,” Alexander Hamilton wrote that the
Electoral College could shield the United States “from the desire
in foreign powers to gain an improper ascendant in our councils.”
Because of the “transient existence” and dispersed makeup of
the electors, he argued, (Contd on page 21)
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 Apna Bazar, in legal trouble-Grocery chain placed under supervision to

ensure complaince with New York State Department of Labor regulations

New York –(By our staff
reporter) Hicksville- Apna
Bazar, a popular South Asian
ethnic grocery chain incor-
porated as S&L Vegetables,
Corp.And J&B Vegetables,
Inc. have pleaded guilty and
were convicted of Grand Lar-
ceny, Falsifying Business
Records, Failure to Pay
Wages, and Willful Failure
to Pay Contributions. The
plea agreement mandates
that Apna Bazar pay a total
of $447,832.11 for unpaid
wages and $162,445.47 in
unpaid unemployment con-
tributions to the New York
State Department of Labor
(“NYSDOL”).Attorney Gen-

jS&L Vegetables, Corp. And J&B Vegetables, Inc. – Operating As Apna Bazar
– Failed To Pay Minimum Wage And Overtime To Over 150 Employees

 jGrocer Paid Nearly $450,000 In Restitution To Workers For Unpaid Wages
And Over $160,000 In Unpaid Unemployment Contributions

jTo Date, A.G. Schneiderman Has Won Back Nearly $30 Million In Stolen
Wages For Over 21,000 Workers Across New York

eral Eric T. Schneiderman
today announced the guilty
pleas and convictions of
S&L Vegetables, Corp. and
J&B Vegetables, Inc., two
grocers that did business
as Apna Bazar Cash &
Carry (“Apna Bazar”) and
operated two food markets
in Floral Park and
Hicksville, NY. Each Apna
Bazar market pled guilty to
one count of Grand Larceny
in the Third Degree, one
count of Falsifying Business
Records in the First De-
gree, one count of Failure
to Pay Wages, and one
count of Willful Failure to
Pay Contributions. The plea

agreement mandates that
Apna Bazar pay a total of
$447,832.11 for unpaid
wages and $162,445.47 in
unpaid unemployment con-
tributions to the New York
State Department of Labor
(“NYSDOL”)–bringing the
total wages recovered by
Attorney General
Schneiderman since taking
office to nearly $30 million
for more than 21,000 work-
ers. Today, the Queens
County Supreme Court
sentenced each Apna
Bazar market to a three-
year condi t ional  d is-
charge with a condition
that the stores undergo

monitoring for one year.
The Court also ordered
the defendants to pay res-
t i tut ion for  the back
wages and unemploy-
ment insurance contribu-
tions, which the Attorney
General’s Off ice con-
firmed has been paid in
full by the defendants.
"The defendants in this
case acted out of greed,
cheat ing over 150
hardworking employees
out of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in wages
they earned," said Attorney

General Schneiderman.
"My office will continue to
enforce wage and labor
laws to make sure that
New Yorkers get the pay
they rightfully earn and
ensure companies are
meeting their obligations
to the unemployment in-
surance safety net." An
investigation conducted
by the New York State
Department of Labor and
referred to the Attorney
General’s Office revealed
that between 2012 and
2015, Apna Bazar repeat-

edly failed to pay proper
minimum wage and over-
time to more than 150 em-
ployees working at both of
these markets. Many of
these employees worked
over 60 hours per week but
were paid a fixed daily
amount, which often re-
sulted in paychecks that
were well below the state
minimum wage for even a
typical 40 hour workweek.
In addition, the employees
did not receive proper over-
time compensation of time-
and-one half for working over
40 hours in a week. Both
Apna Bazar entities also
failed to accurately report to
the NYSDOL the number of
employees working at both
locations during this period,
falsifying their New York
State Quarterly Combined
Withholding, Wage Report-
ing, and Unemployment

(Contd on page 23)

Sushma Swaraj raises H-1B visa concerns

during talks with US secy of state Tillerson

External affairs minis-

t e r  S u s h m a  S w a r a j

“s t rong ly  ra ised”  the

vexat ious issue of  H-

1 B  v i s a s  f o r  h i g h l y

ski l led professionals,

f ac i ng  i n t ense  sc ru -

t iny by the Trump ad-

m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a t  h e r

f i rst  b i lateral  meet ing

w i t h  h e r  A m e r i c a n

c o u n t e r p a r t  R e x

Ti l lerson on Fr iday.

Meet ing on the s ide-

l ines of  the UN Gen-

eral Assembly,  Swaraj

External affairs minister Sushma Swaraj “strongly raised” the H-1B visa
programme, which is facing intense scrutiny by the US administration,

during her meeting with her US counterpart Rex Tillerson.

also brought up with

Ti l lerson the pl ight  of

the near ly 8,000 un-

d o c u m e n t e d  i m m i -

g r a n t s  f r o m  I n d i a

brought to the US as

children who could be

d e p o r t e d  w h e n  a n

Obama-era regulation

p ro tec t i ng  them ex -

pires next March.

The two off icials, who

had spoken on phone

before and met for the

f i rst  t ime dur ing a t r i -

la te ra l  meet ing  w i th

their  Japanese coun-

t e r p a r t  e a r l i e r  t h i s

week, also discussed

“regional  issues, wi th

a focus on Pakistan,

Afghanis tan and ter -

ro r i sm” ,  ex te rna l  a f -

fa i rs ministry spokes-

p e r s o n  R a v e e s h

Kumar tweeted.

S w a r a j  “ s t r o n g l y

r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f

H1B visa and chi ldren

f a l l i n g  u n d e r  D A C A

(Defe r red Ac t ion  fo r

C h i l d h o o d A r r i v a l s )

pol icy” wi th Ti l lerson,

Kumar  added  in  an -

o t h e r  t w e e t .  T h e r e

was no ind icat ion o f

Ti l l e rson ’s  response

to Swaraj on the H-1B

issue.  The s ta te  de-

pa r tmen t  readou t  o f

t h e i r  m e e t i n g  s a i d

they looked forward to

convening the new “2

plus 2” meet ing of the

fo re ign  and  de fence

min is te rs  o f  the  two

countr ies and the up-

coming Global  Entre-

preneurship Summit.

T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  n o

word from the US side

t o  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  u n -

d o c u m e n t e d  i m m i -

g r a n t s  r a i s e d  b y

Swaraj.  This is part of

a larger pol i t ical ,  and

extremely emotive, de-

ba te  tak ing  p lace  in

the US about the fate

o f  n e a r l y  8 0 0 , 0 0 0

peop le  b rough t  i l l e -

gal ly to the country as

chi ldren.

F o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t

B a r a c k  O b a m a  h a d

p r e v e n t e d  t h e i r  d e -

portat ion wi th an ex-

ecu t i ve  o rde r  ca l l ed

DACA,  wh i ch  P res i -

d e n t  D o n a l d  Tr u m p

has ordered to be or-

dered shut down in six

months from now, dur-

ing  wh ich  t ime Con-

gress could legis late

to legit imise their sta-

tus. The issue of H-1B

visas, popular with In-

d i a n  I T  c o m p a n i e s ,

has emerged as a key

irr i tant in India-US re-

lations after President

Donald Trump took of-

f ice. As he had prom-

ised dur ing h is  cam-

pa ign ,  he  o rdered  a

review of  the tempo-

rary v isa programme

whose cr i t ics bel ieve

is taking away Ameri-

can  j obs ,  now f i l l ed

by foreigners,  most ly

Indians.

H-1Bs are key to the

business model of top

Ind ian IT  companies

o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e

United States, such as

Tata Consultancy Ser-

v i c e ,  I n f o s y s  a n d

Wipro,  which stand to

suffer considerably i f

the programme is cur-

ta i led or redesigned.

These companies are

in  t he  c rossha i r s  o f

t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e .

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r

N a r e n d r a  M o d i  w a s

expected to raise the

matter at  h is meet ing

w i th Trump in  June ,

but i t  d id not come up

at al l .  Both s ides had

seemed keen then to

g e t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p

o f f  t o  a  g o o d  s t a r t

since this was the first

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  t w o

leaders.

The la rgest  count ry -

speci f ic  recipients of

H - 1 B s  a r e  I n d i a n s ,

account ing for  near ly

70% o f  a l l  v i s a s  i s -

s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c a t -

e g o r y  i n  2 0 1 4 ,

t h o u g h  n o t  a l l  o f

t hem were  emp loyed

b y  I n d i a n  I T  c o m p a -

n i e s .  M a n y  I n d i a n s

a r e  h i r e d  b y  U S

c o m p a n i e s  s u c h  a s

G o o g l e ,  F a c e b o o k

a n d  M i c r o s o f t  w h o

back the scheme.
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