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Uber Loses License To
Operate In London

“Transport for London has
concluded that Uber London
Limited is not fit and proper

to hold a private hire
operator licence,”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set a target for
the nation —every Indian
must have a house by
2022. This is a tough
task. Only good planning
and judicious spending of
funds will help the State
meet the deadline.

1= Cleier gz ool | ERER B2l ‘Treat us like Tibetan and Lankan refugees’

NEUCREEECRIGIVARIEES  Rohingyas tell SC they have no terror links

Tre FOJ:dirg Fathers never anticipated Rohingya refugees in India file an affidavit in Supreme Court, reject Centre’s
the rise of Faoebook and fake nens.

charges that they are associated W|th terror groups such as ISI/ISIS.

Refuting  the Indian
government’s claims of having
terror links with the Inter-
Services Intelligence (I1SI) and
Islamic State (IS) and being a &
threat to the country, a Rohingya
refugee filed an affidavit in
Supreme Court, asserting that
they were refugees and should
be treated on par with Tibetan
and Sri Lankan ones.

The affidavit, filed on Friday,
rejected contentions of the substantiated with any evidence involved in mllltancy related
government, saying: “No terror by government.” The refugee has incidents. Seventeen FIRs have
links with ISI/ISIS and no relied on a statementby Jammu been registered against 38
Rohingyas in India have andKashmir CM MehboobaMufti Rohingyas for offences relating
indulged in anti-national in state assembly, which said: toillegal border crossing.”
activities and this assertionis not “No Rohingya has been found (Contd on page 22)

In Federalist No. 68, his pseudonymous essay on “The Mode of
Electing the President,” Alexander Hamilton wrote that the
Electoral College could shield the United States “from the desire
in foreign powers to gain an improper ascendant in our councils.”
Because of the “transient existence” and dispersed makeup of
the electors, he argued, (Contd on page 21)

T




Wednesday 20 to 26 September, 2017

Community

Apna Bazar, in legal trouble-Grocery chain placed under supervision to
ensure complaince with New York State Department of Labor regulations

JS&L Vegetables, Corp. And J&B Vegetables, Inc.—Operating AsApnaBazar
—Failed ToPay MinimumWage And Overtime To Over 150 Employees
jGrocer Paid Nearly $450,000 InRestitution ToWorkersFor Unpaid Wages

And Over $160,000 In Unpaid Unemployment Contributions

jToDate, A.G. Schneiderman Has Won Back Nearly $30 Million In Stolen
Wages For Over 21,000 Workers Across New York

New York —(By our staff
reporter) Hicksville- Apna
Bazar, a popular South Asian
ethnic grocery chain incor-
porated as S&L Vegetables,
Corp.And J&B Vegetables,
Inc. have pleaded guilty and
were convicted of Grand Lar-
ceny, Falsifying Business
Records, Failure to Pay
Wages, and Willful Failure
to Pay Contributions. The
plea agreement mandates
that Apna Bazar pay a total
of $447,832.11 for unpaid
wages and $162,445.47 in
unpaid unemployment con-
tributions to the New York
State Department of Labor
(“NYSDOL"). Attorney Gen-

eral Eric T. Schneiderman
today announced the guilty
pleas and convictions of
S&L Vegetables, Corp. and
J&B Vegetables, Inc., two
grocers that did business
as Apna Bazar Cash &
Carry (“Apna Bazar”) and
operated two food markets
in  Floral Park and
Hicksville, NY. Each Apna
Bazar market pled guilty to
one count of Grand Larceny
in the Third Degree, one
count of Falsifying Business
Records in the First De-
gree, one count of Failure
to Pay Wages, and one
count of Willful Failure to
Pay Contributions. The plea

agreement mandates that
Apna Bazar pay a total of
$447,832.11 for unpaid
wages and $162,445.47 in
unpaid unemployment con-
tributions to the New York
State Department of Labor
(“NYSDOL")-bringing the
total wages recovered by
Attorney General
Schneiderman since taking
office to nearly $30 million
for more than 21,000 work-
ers. Today, the Queens
County Supreme Court
sentenced each Apna
Bazar market to a three-
year conditional dis-
charge with a condition
that the stores undergo

monitoring for one year.
The Court also ordered
the defendants to pay res-
titution for the back
wages and unemploy-
ment insurance contribu-
tions, which the Attorney
General’s Office con-
firmed has been paid in
full by the defendants.
"The defendants in this
case acted out of greed,
cheating over 150
hardworking employees
out of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in wages
they earned," said Attorney

General Schneiderman.
"My office will continue to
enforce wage and labor
laws to make sure that
New Yorkers get the pay
they rightfully earn and
ensure companies are
meeting their obligations
to the unemployment in-
surance safety net." An
investigation conducted
by the New York State
Department of Labor and
referred to the Attorney
General's Office revealed
that between 2012 and
2015, Apna Bazar repeat-

edly failed to pay proper
minimum wage and over-
time to more than 150 em-
ployees working at both of
these markets. Many of
these employees worked
over 60 hours per week but
were paid a fixed daily
amount, which often re-
sulted in paychecks that
were well below the state
minimum wage for even a
typical 40 hour workweek.
In addition, the employees
did not receive proper over-
time compensation of time-
and-one half for working over
40 hours in a week. Both
Apna Bazar entities also
failed to accurately report to
the NYSDOL the number of
employees working at both
locations during this period,
falsifying their New York
State Quarterly Combined
Withholding, Wage Report-
ing, and Unemployment
(Contd on page 23)

Sushma Swaraj raises H-1B visa concerns

External affairs minister Sushma Swaraj “strongly raised” the H-1B visa

programme, which is facing intense scrutiny by the US administration,
during her meeting with her US counterpart Rex Tillerson.

J' \ 4
External affairs minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj
“strongly raised” the
vexatious issue of H-
1B visas for highly
skilled professionals,
facing intense scru-
tiny by the Trump ad-
ministration, at her
first bilateral meeting
with her American
counterpart Rex
Tillerson on Friday.
Meeting on the side-
lines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, Swaraj

also brought up with
Tillerson the plight of
the nearly 8,000 un-

documented immi-
grants from India
brought to the US as
children who could be
deported when an
Obama-era regulation
protecting them ex-
pires next March.

The two officials, who
had spoken on phone
before and met for the
first time during a tri-
lateral meeting with

their Japanese coun-
terpart earlier this
week, also discussed
“regional issues, with
a focus on Pakistan,
Afghanistan and ter-
rorism”, external af-
fairs ministry spokes-

person Raveesh
Kumar tweeted.
Swaraj “strongly

raised the issue of
H1B visa and children
falling under DACA
(Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals)

policy” with Tillerson,
Kumar added in an-
other tweet. There
was no indication of
Tillerson’s response
to Swaraj on the H-1B
issue. The state de-
partment readout of
their meeting said
they looked forward to
convening the new “2
plus 2" meeting of the
foreign and defence
ministers of the two
countries and the up-
coming Global Entre-
preneurship Summit.
There was also no
word from the US side
to the plight of un-
documented immi-
grants raised by
Swaraj. This is part of
a larger political, and
extremely emotive, de-
bate taking place in
the US about the fate
of nearly 800,000
people brought ille-
gally to the country as
children.

Former president

Barack Obama had
prevented their de-
portation with an ex-
ecutive order called
DACA, which Presi-
dent Donald Trump
has ordered to be or-
dered shut down in six
months from now, dur-
ing which time Con-
gress could legislate
to legitimise their sta-
tus. The issue of H-1B
visas, popular with In-
dian IT companies,
has emerged as a key
irritant in India-US re-
lations after President
Donald Trump took of-
fice. As he had prom-
ised during his cam-
paign, he ordered a
review of the tempo-
rary visa programme
whose critics believe
is taking away Ameri-
can jobs, now filled
by foreigners, mostly
Indians.

H-1Bs are key to the
business model of top
Indian IT companies
operating in the
United States, such as
Tata Consultancy Ser-
vice, Infosys and

during talks with US secy of state Tillerson

Wipro, which stand to
suffer considerably if
the programme is cur-
tailed or redesigned.
These companies are
in the crosshairs of
the White House.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was
expected to raise the
matter at his meeting
with Trump in June,
but it did not come up
at all. Both sides had
seemed keen then to
get the relationship
off to a good start
since this was the first
meeting of the two
leaders.

The largest country-
specific recipients of
H-1Bs are Indians,
accounting for nearly
70% of all visas is-
sued under this cat-
egory in 2014,
though not all of
them were employed
by Indian IT compa-
nies. Many Indians
are hired by US
companies such as
Google, Facebook
and Microsoft who
back the scheme.
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