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. (Special Report) After the British writer G. K.
Chesterton visited the United States for the first
time, he remarked that America was “a nation
with the soul of a church.”

Mr. Chesterton wasn't referring to the
nation’s religiosity but to its formation around a
set of core political beliefs enshrined in founding
“sacred texts,” like the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. He noted that the United States, unlike
European countries, did not rely on ethnic kin-
ship, cultural character or a “national type” for a
shared identity. The profoundness of the Ameri-
can experiment, he argued, was that it aspired
to create “a home out of vagabonds and a nation
out of exiles” (Contd on page 23)
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He also may face
deportation to India

sentenced for falsely stating that he
was not a criminal on his application
to become a naturalised US citizen,
federal prosecutors said .

US Prosecutors said Khan, a
resident of Decatur in Georgia, and oth-
ers illegally imported pills from China
containing an active ingredientin Viagra
and distributed them throughout the
US. He was part of a criminal export
ring that hatched an elaborate scheme
to import to the US, male enhance-
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(By a staff reporter) Georgia- A 29-year-
old Indian American was stripped of his
US citizenship after being sentenced
for more than five years in jail for con-
spiring to illegally distribute male en-
hancement pills imported from China.

Ismail Ali Khan was also convicted and

Washington (News Agencies) In amajor vic-
tory for President Donald Trump, the House has
voted to dismantle the pillars of the Affordable
Care Act and make sweeping changes to the
nation's health care system.

The Republicans in the House finally did what
they said they wanted to come to Washington
to do. They voted Thursday to repeal
Obamacare, but by the slimmest of margins.
Speaker Paul Ryan needed 216 votes and he
turned out 217.

Now the legislation goes to the Senate,
where the legislation will be cut, trimmed, sanded
and polished to be sent back to the House for a
concurring vote, which it might not get. Still, if
Thursday’s work was not quite the end, or even
the beginning of the end,

(Contd on page 22)
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ment pills with names such as
“Maxman,” “Happy Passengers” from
China.

The ring’s plot included mislabelling
scores of drugs to evade detection by
the Food and Drug Administration and
US Customs and Border Protection.
The drugs were labelled as beauty prod-
ucts, pottery, coffee, and tea, federal
prosecutors said.

Khan'’s sentence would be followed by
three years of supervised release, ac-
cording to the report.

“This defendant endangered the health
of countless individuals by illegally im-
porting and distributing drugs that can
be obtained in the US only with a pre-
scription written by a licensed, medi-
cal professional,” (Contd on page 23)
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Certificate of recognition presented toOrganizations by Commissioner Agarwal

During Immigrant Heritage Week, City recognizes IRAP’s pro-bono legal work and
Yemenl American Merchants Association organlzmg and advocacy

(By a staff reporter) New
York —Recently coinciding
with the 14th annual Immi-
grant Heritage Week, Com-
missioner Nisha Agarwal of
the Mayor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs presented cer-
tificates of recognition to the
International Refugee Assis-
tance Project (IRAP) and
the Yemeni American Mer-
chants Association.
Joined by Senior Advisor
Sarah Sayeed of the
Mayor’s Community Af-
fairs Unit, the ceremony
took place in the
Governor’'s Room at City
Hall. Commissioner
Agarwal spoke about the
critical and immediate pro-
bono legal assistance IRAP
offered to people affected by
the travel ban at John F.
Kennedy Airport. In accep-
tance of the certificate,
Becca Heller, Director and
co-Founder of IRAP,
thanked the Mayor’s Office
for their recognition of IRAP
and the work of local com-
munity-based organizations
in New York City. Commis-
sioner Agarwal also praised
the Yemeni American Mer-
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chants Association suc-
cessful effort to organize
the mass Yemeni bodega
strike in the days after the
travel ban. On behalf of the

Yemeni American Mer-
chants Association, Dr.
Debbie Almontaser thanked
Mayor de Blasio for recogniz-
ing theirwork and spoke about

how important the strike was
in the history of Yemeni
Americans in New York City,
organizing as one community
to use their economic and

civic power to affect change.
Also representing the Yemeni
American Merchants Associa-
tion, Zaid Naji thanked the
Mayor for his support of the

Yemeni community and rec-
ognizedhowimportantitwasthat
the Yemeni American com-
munity was fully and collec-
tively engaged in the strike.

Chennai-BasedJournalist SenttoJail

(By a staff reporter)- New
Delhi- Chennai-based 64
year old senior journalist
Prakash Swamy's arrest in
India has not only shocked
the community, but many
have started asking ques-
tions as to "Who are the real
people behind MG Hold-
ings", a company that was
mentioned in Indian Su-
preme Court records as the
"Interested buyer of " Sa-
hara India's US Hotels.

Was it Swami all alone
who started the company in
US and took it's own Power
of Attorney and told the In-
dian Court that he is just a
representative or is "MG
Holdings part of a bigger plan
to front some big and influ-
ential people from US and
India, who were trying to
cash Sahara's problems.

A Google and New

York's Department of State
search didn't return any
credible contact point for
MG Capital Holdings LLC.

Swamy was last week
sentto Tihar jailin New Delhi
for a month by the Indian
Supreme Court on the
charge of contempt in the
Sahara case. Swamy, who
has reported for many In-
dian American Newspapers
(Including South Asian In-
sider) worked as a corre-
spondent at the United Na-
tions for 10 years, invited
the wrath of the apex court
as he failed to stand by his
words in a sworn affidavit as
the power of attorney holder
of MG Capital Holdings
LLC, New York, which had
intended to purchase
Sahara’s Hotel Plaza New
York.

Abench headed by Jus-

tice Dipak Misra was firm on
sending him to jail, saying
allowing him to walk free
would send a “wrong mes-
sage”. “You should have re-
alized the gravity of the
case,” the bench, also com-
prising Justices Ranjan
Gogoi and A K Sikri, said.

Swamy tried hard to
prove his innocence and re-
portedly even offered to de-
posit Rs 10 lakh with the
apex court. However, the
bench declined his plea and
said perhaps it was the
greed which prompted him
to become the power of at-
torney holder for a foreign
company. Swamy, who has
also worked for a prominent
national daily of South India,
said he simply got himself
into the case as he was told
that he would be a part of a
larger deal.

“Soitwas greed. Temp-
tation sometimes leads to
confinement,” the bench
observed while reminding
him that he could be sent
to jail for six months also
for contempt of court. Some
of the lawyers appearing in
the Sahara matter also re-
portedly tried to persuade
the bench to be lenient to-
wards Swamy. The bench
then asked him to submit
Rs 10 crore as costs.

While the veteran scribe
expressed his helplessness
in arranging such a large
amount, there was no word

of support from the com- gence. You should have
pany for which he was hold- also borne in mind the con-
sequences”. At the ouset,

Swamy also pleaded for the bench said there was no
“clemency” but the bench chance of giving any oppor-
said “when you filed affida- tunity to Swamy as he was
vit in the court you should in contempt of court for fail-
have undertaken due dili- ure to deposit the amount.

ing the power of attorney.

lout;

The IT service firms rely heavily on the H1-B visa program,
which President Trump has ordered federal agencies to review.

(Agencies) India-based
IT services firm Infosys Ltd
said late on Monday that it
plans to hire 10,000 Ameri-
can workers in the next two
years and open four technol-
ogy centers in the United
States, starting with a cen-
ter this August in Indiana,
the home state of Vice-
President Mike Pence.

The move comes at a
time when Infosys and
some of its Indian peers
such as Tata Consultancy
Services and Wipro have
become political targets in
the United States for alleg-
edly displacing jobs of
American workers by fly-
ing in foreign workers on
temporary visas to service

their clients in the country.

The IT service firms rely
heavily on the H1-B visa
program, which President
Trump has ordered federal
agencies to review.

In a telephone interview
with Reuters from Indiana,
Infosys CEO Vishal Sikka
said his company plans to
hire American workers in

fields such as artificial in-
telligence. He said the firm
has already hired 2,000
American workers as part
of a previous effort started
in 2014. “When you think
about it from a US point of
view, obviously creating
more American jobs and
opportunities is a good
thing,” Sikka said.

L Infosys tofire 10000 American vorkers, open four tech centers
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